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Hello, this is the environment speaking. 

You may have heard the news that another double-shell tank at Hanford may be leaking, AZ-
101. This is not a big surprise considering these tanks, which hold highly radioactive and 
chemical waste, are past their design lives. One double-shell tank has already failed, and many 
single shell tanks have leaked over one million gallons of waste into the environment. 

It's pretty simple. We don't want more high-level nuclear waste leaking into the ground where 
it will eventually reach the groundwater and continue to spread contamination throughout the 
environment. The problem is this: 

1. The plant designed to immobilize the tank waste is decades behind schedule and may 
never work as designed, due to a multitude of quality assurance, safety, and design 
issues.  

2. There is a shortage of space to move tank waste when a tank fails. There are 177 tanks 
in total, but none of the leak-prone single shell tanks are fit for use. Each tank can hold 
between 500,000 to one million gallons of waste. Estimates put the remaining storage 
space at about 1 million gallons, which is reserved for emergency use.  

Therefore, we must build more tanks so there is a safer place to move and store the waste 
while we work towards the moving goal post of immobilizing the waste in glass. 
 
Please grab your phone and make some calls to protect the environment at Hanford. Please call 
Senator Cantwell and Murray and ask them to support building new underground storage tanks 
at Hanford, script is below:  
 
Senator Cantwell (D-WA): 202-224-3441 
Senator Murray (D-WA): 202-224-2621 

(Script is on the following page.) 

 

 

mailto:info@hanfordchallenge.org
http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/20/us/hanford-nuclear-tank-potential-leak/


Protect the Environment Script 

Hello, my name is __________. I am calling Senator ___________ to talk about the Hanford 
nuclear site cleanup. Is there someone I can talk to about my concerns about Hanford’s 
underground storage tanks? 

I would like Senator ________ to support plans to build new storage tanks at Hanford.  
Hanford’s underground storage tanks are old and leak prone. It is very concerning to me that 
Hanford is quickly running out of space to safely store the nuclear waste in the underground 
storage tanks. The news of yet another potential leak in a double-shell tank, AZ-101, should be 
a wakeup call to begin constructing new tanks immediately. We can’t afford to have another 
tank leak into the soil at Hanford. I want action to be taken that protects the environment and 
the public from future leaks of high-level radioactive waste to the soil.  

I am also concerned that the Waste Treatment Plant will not be finished before more tanks fail 
and leak waste into the environment. Since there is a shortage of space in the tanks, more 
tanks are needed to safely keep the waste contained and buy us time to get a safe and effective 
treatment system built to immobilize the tank waste in glass.  

Thank you for listening to my concerns today. 
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